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Jeffrey Martin come from an intense whirlwind of activity in 
Martin’s life, as he balanced full-time work as a high-school 
creative writing teacher with a touring schedule that saw him 
øying out for gigs on the weekend and grading papers on the 
plane home. Martin’s since quit this job to go full-time as an 
artist, but the stories he heard from his students when he was 
teaching and the stories he gathered on the road have stayed 
with him.with him. These are stories of an America left behind, of 
working-class people struggling to keep their heads above 
rising waters, of people trying to önd love in a time of 
heartlessness. His students plumbed the depths of their own 
lives to learn how to write, and the intimacy of the 
connection they and their families had with a beloved 
teacher in a rural Oregon (a small town of 5,000+ people) 
bbrought the stories home hard for Martin. At the time, Martin 
was immersing himself as well in American literature, in the 
books and short stories he was teaching to his students or 
reading on the road, like Raymond Carver, Annie Proulx, and 
John Steinbeck. On One Go Around (out October 13, 2017 on 
Fluff & Gravy Records), Martin intertwines the blunt poetry of 
these great American writers with the kind of careful 
songcsongcraft that too often goes unnoticed, and with a true 
writer’s eye for the smallest details that deliver the strongest 
punch in a song.

There’s a quiet dignity to the stories on One Go Around, but a 
kind of quiet desperation as well. The stories hit hard, because 
we know we may not be far off from them ourselves in this 
time of uncertainty. There’s a sense of hope too, the kind of 
hope that Martin instilled in his students, encouraging them 
to follow their dreams no matter the cost. It’s this hope that in 
turn inspired him to leave his teaching to become a full-time 
musician, musician, for how could he encourage this in his students if 
he wasn’t willing to do it himself?Now that he’s left the day 
job behind, Jeffrey Martin tours hard, and he’s become known 
on the West Coast Americana scene as a kind of songwriter’s 
songwriter, a writer that other artists turn to for inspiration. 

“It's tough to pinpoint exactly what it is that sets certain 
singer/songwriters apart from other singer/songwriters, other 
than the thoroughness with which their songs turn your guts 
inside out. And by that measure, Martin is way ahead of the 
pack.” – The Portland Mercury

Please contact john@øuffandgravy.com for more 
info (503-308-0040)
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Poor Man ................................................ .3:32
Long Gone Now.......................................3:28
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